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Fire also damaged trails

By Lynn Kirst

It took two full weeks and twenty
million dollars, but the devastating
Jesusita Fire that began on May 5 is
finally out. As of Tuesday, May 19,
Santa Barbara County has declared
success in extinguishing the blaze
that is suspected of being caused by
individuals clearing brush with
power tools on the Jesusita Trail.

The Jesusita Trail, also commonly
known as the Inspiration Point hike,
is a popular and heavily used front
country path that starts at the end of
San Roque Road. While plenty of
rumors are circulating about who
may have started the blaze, no offi-
cial word has been issued from fire
investigators. Anyone who has any
information, no matter how seem-
ingly trivial, is encouraged to call
the fire tip-line at 686-5074.

The vast range of this recent fire
has forced the closure of several front
country trails. In addition to Jesusita,
these include Arroyo Burro, Cold
Springs (the West Fork was especially
impacted), Rattlesnake Canyon, Tun-
nel and the San Marcos Foothills Pre-
serve. The San Antonio Creek Trail
has recently been re-opened.

It will take weeks of work to
clear the debris and rock slides
caused by the fire, which will have a
significant impact on the usage level
of the Montecito trails. The recent

The Jesusita Fire started on May
5 and was declared contained on
May 19, but not before it burned 80
homes, 79 “outbuildings” and dam-
aged numerous trails.

The cause is still under investi-
gation; if anyone has information,
call the tip line at 686-5074.

To help rebuild trails, go to either
the Los Padres National Forest web-
site or its companion citizen associ-
ation at:

www.r5.fs.fed.us/lospadres
www.LPForest.org

Memorial Day weekend tradition-
ally signals the start of summer and
the busiest season on the trails.
With more people, dogs, horses
and tourists using the local trails,
it’s a good time to remember basic
trail courtesies that make for a more
enjoyable outdoor experience for
everyone. At the bottom of most
trailheads, there are signs that indi-
cate which trail users have priority.

Mountain bikers must yield to hik-
ers, and both bikers and hikers must
yield to horses. But unless trail
users remain alert, priority levels
can get mixed up pretty quickly.

The key to safe trail use is to be
aware of your surroundings. Don’t
just look down at the trail directly
under your foot or tire. Admittedly,
this is more difficult for bikers and
hikers than equestrians. Make an
effort to look far ahead on the trail,
and keep your eyes and ears open
so you know who and what is
headed your way.

When encountering equestrians,
other trail users should always
move to the outside of the trail.
Horses always take the “mountain
side” in any given situation. The
reasons are simple: safety and
weight. A horse with an adult rider
and tack can weigh nearly 1,500
pounds, and that kind of weight is
inappropriate for the soft shoulder
found on the edge of many narrow
trails. On a wider trail, horses still
take the inside, which allows for
more maneuverability.

Another basic safety factor is
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Club ofters new vision for

By John Byrne & Vicky Hoover

In 2016, America’s National Park
Service will celebrate its 100th birth-
day, and the Sierra Club’s National
Parks and Monuments Team wants
to share with you our exciting vision
for the second century.

National parks are America’s
uniquely marvelous contribution to
the world and our vision focuses on
three major concerns that people
didn’t have 100 years ago, but that
are now prevalent in our society:
Natural areas disappearing, people
separated from nature, and the
onset of global climate change.

* Disappearance: It used to be
that development occurred as
islands in a sea of nature, but today
national parks are the natural
islands in a sea of development.

We envision a significant expan-
sion of our National Park system—
so that every major natural eco-
region in our country will be
represented by at least one national
park or equivalent reserve.

A preliminary analysis shows that
we must create 38 new National Parks
or similar areas to represent all parts
of our natural world, and provide
nearby places to visit for more people.

* Connecting: Our heavily urban-
ized society is losing its connections
to nature. A generation of children is
growing up mostly indoors and often
glued to the Internet, with a great
problem of obese youth.

We see national parks able to
coax people, especially young peo-
ple, out into nature, to make them
more inviting, using education that

should be connected to the Internet.

We should consider reducing
park entrance fees, not raising
them. Entrance fees discourage use,
aggravating an already significant
decline in visitation, and they dis-
proportionately affect people with
lower income.

e Climate Change: Global cli-
mate change wasn’t a big concern
for many people even ten years ago,
and our vision addresses it in at
least three ways:

— Using national parks for scien-
tific research so that we can see what
nature is doing, and learn what we
must not do to mitigate the effects.
At the same time, keeping them wild
to make wildlife and the habitat
more resilient for species survival.

—Making the parks a model of

This amazing photo of the Green River Canyonlands National Park is on the Condor Call editor's computer screen. The Sierra
Club has just come out with a new vision of our national parks and wants you to get involved. (Photo by Niall Fritz)

The Jesusita Fire was two weeks of hell, burning areas in Santa Barbara County
between the Gap and Tea fires, making this one of the worst fire seasons on record
—and it’s not yet summer. (Photo by Lynn P. Kirst)
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national parks

zero emissions, particularly in
transportation by using more pub-
lic transit.

—Educating visitors on the prob-
lems and how they, as individuals,
can help out in their daily lives,

Expanding our system of
National Parks should be the prime
goal of our Second Century of the
National Park System. Please help
us fulfill this goal.

To learn more about the
National Parks and Monuments
Team, join our efforts, propose new
parks near you, or to share con-
cerns, contact Chair John Byrne:

jbyrne_97@yahoo.com
or liaison Vicky Hoover:
Vicky.Hoover@sierraclub.org

Details are in a new handbook
for expanding national parks at:

http://clubhouse.sierraclub.org

Coalition 1s fighting
Ormond development

By Mike Stubblefield

Joining forces with the Environ-
mental Coalition of Ventura
County and the Environmental
Defense Center of Santa Barbara to
protect and restore Ormond Beach
has already reaped benefits for the
Los Padres Chapter.

While we were waiting for the
Final EIR (FEIR) for the Ormond
Beach Specific Plan (which may be
released this month, June), the city of
Oxnard decided to throw us a curve
ball and hit us with its Draft EIR for
its proposed 2030 General Plan.

Upon finding some substantial
problems with the draft, Trevor
Smith (our new Conservation
Chair) and Karen Kraus (our EDC
attorney) responded by hitting the
ground running.

They were unimpressed with the
draft, so their first order of business
was to respond with strong written
comments that will likely have a sig-
nificant impact on the final form that
the EIR takes. Even Deirdre Frank,
the chair of the Planning Commis-
sion, was unimpressed, particularly
with respect to its likely effect on our
restoration efforts at Ormond Beach.

After studying the Pacific Insti-
tute’s recent groundbreaking study
of the sea level rise along our
coastline, Karen and I asked the

Institute to look at the impacts of
flooding, erosion, sea level rise and
wetland migration on the Oxnard
coast generally and the Ormond
Beach area specifically.

The Institute’s preliminary find-
ings, which are also part of our com-
prehensive response to the draft, will
help Oxnard’s revised Plan reflect
the new realities of climate change
and concomitant sea level rise along
our low-lying coastal areas.

We also hired well-known envi-
ronmental consultant David Mag-
ney of Ojai to analyze the biologi-
cal resource impacts of the city’s
draft on Ormond Beach. David’s
comments will also help Oxnard
produce a much more appropriate
EIR, one that will acknowledge,
and avoid, the tragic environmental
consequences of development at or
near Ormond Beach.

So now we wait for the next
round with Oxnard’s 2030 General
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COVER PHOTO
Wow to the Wildling Art Museum’s first
exhibition of undersea photography through
Sept. 13. This is Richard Salas’s photo of sea
lions up close and personal. A total of 60
works by three photographers are featured.
For details, call 688-1082 or log on to:

www.WildlingMuseum.org
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Wildlife care group on alert

By Cat Weeks
The call came in at about 2:15
p-m. on Tuesday, May 5, on our hot-
line (966-9005): The canyon behind
the back of Ontare Road was on fire.
Nancy Callahan of Wildlife Care
might need help evacuating the
animals there. Who has a truck that

Trail damage . . .

(continued from page 1)

often overlooked is when dogs are
allowed on the trails unleashed. Not
only can loose dogs frighten hikers
and horses, but they are also at
greater risk of being hit by a moun-
tain bike, bitten by a rattlesnake, or
more often these days, even risking
an encounter with a mountain lion.
Unleashed dogs also expose their
owners to poison oak after romping
unchecked through the native flora
found along the trails. (Remember:
leaves of three, leave it be.)

So for an enjoyable experience
in what will undoubtedly be a more
crowded summer on the local
trails, remember basic trail courte-
sies, review trail use guidelines,
and drink plenty of water. And one
last thing: If you pack trash in
(including doggie poop bags),
please pack it out. This is also a
good time to consider exploring
new trails in different areas,
spreading out the impact and over-
crowding. The Sierra Club offers
many hikes every month that
explore different areas, so take
advantage of your membership to
learn more about the wide variety
of available trails.

Lynn Kirst is a former Executive
Committee member of the Santa
Barbara Group. Her “Trail Talk”
column can be read bi-weekly in
the Montecito Journal, where this
article first appeared. Reprinted by
permission.

can go right over? Does anyone
know the gate code?

Julia Parker, the director of Ani-
mal Affairs at Santa Barbara Wildlife
Care Network and her team, started
making phone calls immediately.
Some made the trek up Ontare Road
but the gate was locked. Fortunately,
Nancy had prior help and all the ani-
mals were evacuated.

This was Day 1 of the now infa-
mous Jesusita Fire.

Two days later the fire was
approaching Goleta on the western
flank and we decided to evacuate
the Seabird Pond Satellite Facility
at June Taylor’s. About 14 people
transported 23 gulls, 31 ducks and
ducklings, seven pelicans, two
grebes, one loon, one green heron
and various domestic animals to
safety.

Some went to Wetlands and
Wildlife in Huntington Beach; oth-
ers went to volunteers’ homes. The
domestic pets went to the Humane
Society.

Day 4 and the evacuation area
was expanded again. Due to the
fire’s proximity, it was now time to
evacuate the main Wildlife Care
Network clinic at the Fairview
Shopping Center.

A staff member from Wetlands
and Wildlife flew a Cessna plane to
the Santa Barbara airport. Three
cages of finches, a cage of spar-
rows, a few boxes of crows and
three mockingbirds were given a
lift to Huntington Beach. Numer-
ous other birds and small mammals
went home with volunteers living
in safe areas for the weekend.

During this time frame, many
rehabilitation centers in the state—
from Ventura, San Rafael, Mon-
terey, Huntington Beach and San
Diego—kept in touch and offered
assistance. In the aftermath, we
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were very sorry to learn that the
home of our esteemed colleague
Nancy Callahan, who runs La
Cumbre Canyon Wildlife Care and
WILDE (Wildlife Information, Lit-
erature, Data and Education Serv-
ice), had burned to the ground.

The Santa Barbara Center was
reopened on Sunday, May 10. It
was a valiant effort on the part of
Parker, the staff and volunteers —
the many who care for our local
wildlife, and who want to see these
birds and mammals successfully
rehabilitated and released back into
areas near where they were found.

Shortly after reopening, we
received three opossums and a rac-
coon with burn wounds. The typi-
cal assortment of songbirds, duck-
lings, and young rabbits followed
and we were nearly full again.

We have taken in 600 animals
since January 1 and more arrive each
day as we are well into Baby Season,
that time of year when we receive
many orphaned and injured young
animals and birds. Many of these
babies require around-the-clock care
and feeding. In addition to this, we
also assist injured and oiled animals.

Our operations are not funded
by any government agency, and we
must rely on donations to provide
for food, medical treatment and
housing for these little creatures.

We also depend on the volun-
teers who provide help with animal
intake, answer phones, feed and
clean young and injured birds, and
provide information to the public.

At this time we need more volun-
teers to help with the shifts that are
4-6 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. daily. We also
need volunteers to help with
fundraising efforts, updating our
website, and people interested in
social networking through Face-
book, Twitter, Linked-In and others.

Meanwhile, we have begun con-
struction of a permanent wildlife

Ormond ...
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Plan. But there won’t be much time
to relax because the Final EIR for
the Ormond Beach Specific Plan
(South Shore residential and South
Ormond light industrial develop-
ments) iS coming out soon.

If you are interested in more
information or to get involved in
our ongoing struggle to save
Ormond, contact either the

Ormond Beach Task Force by call-

ing (510) 286-1015; or call Trevor

Smith at (805) 469-9765 or email:
Trevor.Smith@earthlink.net

Memorial or Commemorative
gifts are a unique way to honor
an individual or special event
and at the same time provide
important funding towards
Sierra Club's long-term goals.
And like the memories you hold,
this is a gift that will last forever.
For more information, call

(415) 977-5653.
planned.giving@sierraclub.org
Memorial/Commemorative Program
85 Second St.,

San Francisco, CA 94105
Chapter Contact
Catherine Graham
682-1357

Volunteers feeding fawns at the Wildlife Care Network, which had its hands full
during the recent Jesusita Fire, especially having to evacuate its own property.
(Photo by Julia Parker)

rehabilitation center off North
Fairview. While we have raised
much of the funding for the initial
work, more is needed to complete
the various phases of the project.
To keep apprised of our
progress, learn about events, join

our email list, or opportunities to

help, go to our website at:
www.sbwen.org

Cat Weeks is executive director of

Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Net-

work; you can reach her at 681-

1019 or email: execdir@sbwcn.org

Passionate paddlers
want to save Gaviota

Local activists Chadd Konig and
Nole Cossart are following their
hearts and environmental passions
on a coastal paddle board odyssey
from Gaviota to the Mexican bor-
der to raise awareness of the crucial
preservation of the Naples property
on the Gaviota Coast.

And you can follow their adven-
tures and/or get involved personally
or via donations by logging on to:

www.SaveNaples.org

Their effort emphasizes the
Gaviota Coast as among the very
last coastal open spaces remaining
in southern California, and the
Naples Property as the lynchpin for
future protection prospects on the
globally unique and valuable
Gaviota Coast.

Through the paddle they hope to
share their passion for unspoiled

space, and spread the word about
the importance of preserving what
is left of our natural coastline.

The Naples Coalition is a Santa
Barbara County based association
of local non-profit groups that
includes the Los Padres Chapter of
the Sierra Club.

Currently, there are moves afoot
for leap-frog residential develop-
ment, notably Vintage Communi-
ties, an Orange County develop-
ment company that purchased the
Naples townsite lots and has
received a tentative approval from
the County of Santa Barbara to
build up to 71 large luxury houses
on the rural Naples property.

To gain comprehensive informa-
tion and be alerted to project pro-
posals, log on to:

http://GaviotaAction.org

Chadd Konig and Nole Cossart are following their hearts on a coastal paddleboard
odyssey from Gaviota to the Mexican border to raise awareness for the
development threats at Naples on the Gaviota Coast. And so is the Sierra Club
through the Naples Coalition. Follow their adventures at: www.SaveNaples.org
and see more of Branden Aroyan’s excellent photos at www.LowTideRising.com

Bill Horton remembered

Bill Horton, a Cal Poly professor
and Carpinteria rancher who passed
away recently, requested that
friends and family donate money to
the Los Padres Chapter.

We have received over $1,000 so
far. Some of his participation in
environmental  affairs  include
granting an easement on a portion
of his ranch for the Franklin Trail
behind Carpinteria, and as an
activist for establishing the Carpin-
teria Bluffs.

To learn more about this gener-
ous and giving man, go to the Bill
Horton Memorial tab at:

http://solopress.org

Those who have contributed to
the Chapter as suggested in Bill
Horton’s obituary are: Al and
Lynne Landwher, Jim McCoy,
Joyce and Art Duarte, Richard and
Nina Hunt, Friends of Lois Capps,
George and Elizabeth Forester, G.T,
and Tonny Murray, Jeanne Hertel,
Barbara and Wilson Bradley Gun-
ther and Sally Tipman, Leslie Storr,
John and Judy Connely, Gus and
Ruth  Wassel, Cindy and Art
Rankin, Douglas and Kathleen
Palma, The Bliss Family and Starr
and Stella Jenkins.



The public is welcome to our programs

News

@verizon.net.

CHAPTER EXCOM

e The Los Padres Chapter Executive Committee meets on the

fourth Thursday of every month at 7 p.m., IHOP Restaurant in

Carpinteria. Email Mike for agenda: motodata@roadrunner.net
ARGUELLO GROUP

e Volunteers needed for hike leaders and monitoring issues, etc.

All information from Jerry Connor, 928-3598 or email connor.gd2

CONEJO GROUP
¢ Get info from: http://users.adelphia.net/~conejohiker.
SANTA BARBARA GROUP
e New meeting place in Pico Adobe, 123 E. Canon Perdido St.,
7 p.m, first Monday of each month. Latest information on events
and issues, go to www.sbsierra club.org.
SESPE GROUP
¢ Oxnard/Ventura-based group information from Al Sanders, 488-7988.
Website at www.LosPadres.SierraClub.org/Sespe.

Chair hopeful about

chapter’s direction

By Mike Stubblefield
Chapter Chair

What I am about to share with all
of you is difficult for me to put into
words because it both saddens and
angers me.

I am talking, of course, about the
reason why I am even HERE right
now, still writing this column. As
some of you might have noticed, I
did not run for re-election. Why?
To answer that question, I need to
go back to the beginning of my first
term as chair two years ago, after
serving as the acting chair for
almost two years prior to that.

When a slate of four Sespe can-
didates (of which I was one) was
elected in November 2006, the
Sespe Group was well represented
on the chapter ExCom as we had
seven of the 10 seats. I was elected
chair because Sespe controlled all
decision-making, but also because |
was considered by the two most
politically active groups—Santa
Barbara and Sespe—to be “the least
polarizing candidate.” In other
words, I was a compromise.

That worked out fairly well at
first, but eventually I began making
decisions based on what I felt was
best for the entire chapter and not
just my group. Over time the initial
skepticism of some of my non-
Sespe colleagues turned to grudg-
ing respect for the job that I was
doing, but I slowly became less
popular with some of my Sespe col-
leagues who, I guess, had assumed
that I would simply side with them
on every single issue. And I did,
most of the time, but not always.

One prominent member of the
Chapter became increasingly criti-
cal of some of my decisions and
became increasingly uncooperative
in terms of helping us move our—
and National’s—agenda forward
with respect to goals like building
strong coalitions with other local
environmental and justice organiza-
tions.

Then I started getting reports that
some of these groups were no
longer willing to work with us
because of this individual. My most
fervent wish—that the chapter
ExCom would one day be more bal-
anced, more convivial, more demo-
cratic—was losing momentum.

At that point I had two choices:
deal with this divisiveness, or step
down. Dealing with it meant pad-
dling upstream day after day after
day. Nearing 62 years of age, | was
tired all the time. I needed a break,
so I decided not to run for re-elec-
tion.

A week later, I got a call from
Greg Casini, associate director of
Volunteer Development for the
Sierra Club. The Bylaws, Standing
Rules and Election Committee had
looked at the ballots from the recent
election and detected “massive

voter fraud” (over 40 percent of the
ballots were no good).

He asked if I would I be willing
to continue serving on the ExCom
until the election was re-run in
June. It’s only another few months,
I thought, so I agreed. And you
know what? It was one of the best
decisions that I have ever made.

Four exhausting months and
thousands of e-mails later, I’'m still
in one piece, always tired, yet still
standing. And, in the aftermath of
the election fraud, which could
have caused people to walk away in
disgust, I am damn proud of the
way that the chapter ExCom has
come  together  during  this
extremely difficult period.

We responded to the new finan-
cial realities of the downturn in the
economy by discontinuing our
funding of Earth Alert, which saved
us $30,000 a year. And we elected a
new Conservation Chair, Trevor
Smith, who has quickly emerged as
a most effective leader.

Despite an unbelievably demand-
ing work and teaching schedule,
Fran Farina, our new legal chair, is
always there for us. David Gold, our
legal chair for over 17 years, despite
having to confront a serious health
issue every day of his life, agreed to
come back and help us get through
this difficult period.

Three of our four group reps to
the ExCom—Jim Childress, Jerry
Connor and John Holroyd—pulled
together like never before.

In the midst of all this craziness,
thanks go to Teresa Norris, Kim
Homan, Alisse Fisher, and Suzanne
Tanaka, among many other volun-
teers, who created the chapter’s first
ever Wilderness Basics Course,
which debuted to wild acclaim.

Meanwhile, the Chapter, Environ-
mental Coalition of Ventura County,
Naples Coalition and the Environ-
mental Defense Center are working
together to reshape the way that
coastal areas like Ormond Beach and
the Gaviota Coast view their respon-
sibilities to our vanishing beaches
and endangered coastal wetlands.

Life is good! Except for one more
thing.

On May 28 the ballots for a new
election were mailed. You will be
asked to vote for the three candi-
dates of your choice. I do not ask
you to vote for or against any par-
ticular candidate. I ask only that
you read all of the candidates’ state-
ments very carefully and vote for
those three candidates whose vision
of where we go from here is closest
to your own views.

This is perhaps the most impor-
tant election that we have ever had.
Your selections will, literally, deter-
mine the future direction of this
chapter.

Thanks to all of you. Keep up the
good work.
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This year’s Earth Day event in Santa Barbara outgrew the Courthouse Gardens so it had to move to Alameda Park. Over 200
booths were set up and of course the Sierra Club took part with the help of (from left) Celia Brown and Fran Farina, who talked
to numerous visitors including a young lady from Connecticut. (Photo by Robert Bernstein)

Join us at Ventura Street Fair on July 4

The Sierra Club will have a block
of fun and education on Oak Street
in Ventura as part of the city’s annual
Street Fair on Saturday July 4.

Some of the high points of our
event booth include Wildlife clues
and tracking (watch where you step);
alternative fuel vehicles; a back-
packer’s camp for Club recruiting
and signing up Wilderness Basics

EAVESDROPS

“We want to create a fan base
for the ocean.”

—Constance Penley, “Digital
Ocean: Sampling the Seas” project
leader and co-director of the
Carsey-Wolf Center at UCSB,
which just received a $211,000
grant and aims at involving hun-
dreds of middle- and high school
students to focus on healthy oceans.

Networks created

The Sierra Club has launched
three new social-networking sites,
AKA online communities: Climate
Crossroads, Sierra Club Trails, and
Sierra Student Coalition.

The SSC has been around for a
while, but because so many students
use social networks, they’ve launched
their own social-networking site.

Each one is a valuable link for
information and/or activism. Please
check them out at:

http://ClimateCrossroads.org
http://SierraClubTrails.org
http://SSC.sierraclub.org

Class students; California Solar Elec-
tric to solar power the booths and
charge the cars; Nature by Design
landscaping; assorted firms represent-
ing the Green Building Council; and
information on how Ventura County
cities plan to spend $6 million from
the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act on energy efficiency.
Please at least visit our block

while enjoying the whole Street
Fair. For more involvement, you
can join in on the fun by assisting at
individual booths, distributing fly-
ers and outreach to other groups
and friends, among many other sat-
isfying assignments.

To get involved, contact Mark
Capron at 760-1967 or email:

MECapron@aol.com

Meetings now in Adobe

The Santa Barbara Group meet-
ing place has been changed from
the Main Library to EI Presidio de
Santa Barbara State Historic Park
in the Pico Adobe, thanks to mem-
ber Sally Fouhse, who works there.

Meetings are at the same time
and schedule: 7 p.m., first Monday
of each month. Location is 123
East Canon Perdido St.

The Buenaventura Pico Adobe is
an example of a Mexican-period
adobe built circa 1830. Santiago de
la Cruz Pico arrived in California
with the 1776 De Anza expedition,
and his grandson Buenaventura

and his wife, Anita, moved into the
adobe after marriage in 1850.
To learn about this structure, go
to:
www.shthp.org

New directors

The Sierra Club’s national elec-
tion resulted in three new directors,
Lane Boldman of Kentucky, Dave
Scott of Ohio, and Chris Warshaw
of California, and two incumbents,
Robin Mann of Pennsylvania, and
Rafael Reyes of California, were
re-elected.

SAVE THE OLD GROWTH redwood houses,
shed and 1960’s workshop at 1236 San
Andres from massive condo project. Call the
SB City planners at 564-5470, ask for Danny
Kato. Tell your friends, call your legislators.
Save all SB from demolition of similar historic
houses throughout the city. We need another
Pearl Chase! Help now.

PASS ON your outdoor gear or whatever
through the Condor Call Classified. Just fill in

Classified Ad Placement Form

A classified ad in the Condor Call reaches over 6,500 Sierra Club members in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.
Ads cost only $6 for three lines, and 75¢ for each additional line per issue.
Specify by circling the months below. Deadline for next issue is July 20.
Questions? Call the Condor at 745-5432.
Enclose a check made out to the Condor Call, 1056 Eugenia PI., “A”, Carpinteria, CA 93013

the blanks below and send us a check.

REAL ESTATE: | can help. Kevin Young,
RE/MAX SB, 564-3400. www.shre.com; 22
years experience. UCSB grad.

YOGA HIKE: Add another dimension to your
nature experience with yoga. Sundays, 10am.
Call Tali, 448-2619. www.yogahike.com
PET/HOUSE SITTING, 40 yrs. in S.B. Great
refs. Lorraine, 563-1854

Name:

Phone:

Number of Issues:

Feb/Mar ¢ Apr/May ° June/July * Aug/Sept. * Oct/Nov ¢ Dec/Jan
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Conditions
A number of campgrounds and roads in Los
Padres National Forest are closed or have
restricted (no autos) access due to protection
of habitats and species or are under repair.
Before you go into the local backcountry, it's
a good idea to check conditions with
rangers. Numbers to call (unless noted all
are area code 805):
Los Padres National Forest Districts

Headquarters 968-6640
Ojai District 646-4348
Mt. Pinos (661) 245-3731
Santa Barbara 967-3481
Santa Lucia 925-9538
Other Areas
Santa Monica Mtns. Area 370-2301
Conejo Parks 381-2737
Simi Valley 584-4400
Montecito 969-3514

Forest Notes
For updated information, news releases,
maps, and many other goodies, go to Los
Padres  National ~ Forest's  website:
www.rb.fs.fed.us/lospadres
Regional Hike Info
There are a number of websites that give you
information as varied as outings, trail pro-
files, wildflower alerts, trail work opportuni-
ties, and much more. Here's a few:
http://LosPadres.SierraClub.org
www.SBSierraClub.org
www.SantaBarbaraTrailGuide.com
www.SantaBarbaraHikes.com
www.LPForest.org
www.VenturaCountyTrails.org
http://Hikes.VenturaCountyStar.com

Outing Notes
The two-letter abbreviations at the end of
each outing is a key to the group that has
organized the outing.
AR: Arguello Group
CJ: Conejo Group
SB: Santa Barbara Group
SP: Sespe Group
WLA: West L.A. (Angeles Chapter)
All phone numbers are in area code (805)
unless otherwise noted.
The public is welcome at all outings listed,
unless otherwise specified. Please bring
drinking water to all outings and optionally a
lunch. Sturdy footwear is recommended. If
you have questions, contact the leader
listed. Pets are generally not allowed. A par-
ent or responsible adult must accompany
children under the age of 14.

A frequently updated listing of all outings
can be viewed at www.sierraclub.org/
chapters/lospadres. This website also
contains links to the group web pages.

June 6
ENNISBROOK: Morning walk through this Mon-
tecito area with large trees and plants near San
Ysidro Creek. Flat, slow paced 2-3 miles. Chil-
dren welcome, bring water and meet behind B
of A on upper State St. at Hope Ave. at 9am.
DAVE 563-4850 (SB)
TRAILDAYS: Meet with other organizations for a
Forest Service sponsored annual trail days to
help maintain local trails affected by the recent
fires. Bring gloves, lunch and water. Forest serv-
ice provides transportation and tools. Please call
hike leader for details. TONY 687-1929 (SB)

June 6-14

TONTO CREEK, HELLSGATE WILDERNESS (Ari-
zona): Level 2 Gorge Scramble: Spectacular four
day gorge scramble of Tonto Creek, a seldom vis-
ited granite canyon in the Mogollon Rim. Offers
unadulterated wilderness, varied colors and geol-
ogy in canyon walls and a desert riparian habitat
with saguaro cacti at lower elevations. Canyon
bottom occasionally receives large scouring flows
thru its numerous narrows, resulting in lots of pol-
ished granite and lengthy pools to float thru. Tonto
Creek is one of Arizona’s premier gorge scram-
bles. For more information on this activity go to:
Call for participant requirements, available space,
itinerary and outing details. Leader; Paul Plathe
209-476-1498. (Delta Sierra Group)

June 7
UCSB LAGOON: Stroll for an hour or so around
the Lagoon and over the BIuffs at the University.
Children welcome, bring water, slow paced 3
miles or so. Meet behind B of A on upper State
St. at Hope Ave. at 9am. KEITH 965-9953 (SB)

June 8
MONDAY MORNING WALK: Meet 9am, corner
Channel Islands and Harbor Boulevard—uwalk
harbor around hotel. PAT 643-0270 (SP)

June 12-14

SANTA ROSA ISLAND BACKPACK: Santa Rosa
Island is California’s second largest island
(Santa Cruz is the largest). We will leave on Fri-
day morning, June 12, from Ventura Harbor via
Island Packers, camp for two nights, returning
late Sunday afternoon. The campground is an
easy 1-1/2 miles hike. Hiking opportunities are
unlimited, with over 54,000 acres of rugged
peaks, magnificent canyons, and beautiful
beaches. Be prepared for adverse weather -
wind speed on the island averages about 20
mph. Despite the wind, there is exceptional
beach walking on white sand beaches. There’s
a great slideshow about the island at
http://www.nps.gov/chis/photosmultimedia/ros
a-slideshow.htm. We reserved 10 spots. How-
ever, if there’s enough interest, we can still
reserve for more. Cost is $100 ($90 for boat
transportation and $10 for campsite), and we
will need this when you sign up (non-refundable
after May 29 unless replacement is found). No
minors under the age of 12 and minors must be
accompanied by an adult. Send check to Kurt
Preissler (263 South Pacific Avenue, Ventura,
CA 93001). For more information, contact Kurt
Preissler (kurtpreissler@gmail.com) or Suzanne
Tanaka (suzanne@hiplaces.org) (SP)

Ongoing Outings
Ventura Every Monday Morning
Join Patricia Jump every Monday morning at 8:30 a.m. for moderate walks in the Ventura
and Ojai areas. Now in its seventh year, the walks last about two hours, and the group some-

times goes for coffee afterward. Call 643-0270.

Ventura Every Wednesday
URBAN EVENING HIKE: Weekly urban hike in Ventura meets at 6:45 p.m. for a 4.5-mile
hike up hill to Father Serra’s Cross (spectacular scenic views of Ventura, sunset, and the
Channel Islands); hike continues across hillside, down to the ocean, and out to end of the
pier; then along beach promenade to mouth of Ventura River; up the Ventura River to Main
Street, and finally loop back to the Mission. People interested in this hike should meet across
the street from the San Buenaventura Mission. Wear comfortable walking shoes. Contact

KURT PRESSLER, 643-5902. (SP)

Lompoc Tuesday Evenings
HIKES: After several years of excellent participation in hikes around Lompoc every Tuesday
evening, attendance has fallen off to almost nothing, and therefore our leaders cannot justify
donating their Tuesday evenings. Sorry, but we are suspending this activity until there is suf-
ficient interest to resume it. If you have any inputs or insights, please contact either Jerry
Connor 928-3598 or Dean Thompson 736-6685.

Santa Barbara Every Friday
SOCIAL HIKE: An easy-to-moderate 2-4 mile roundtrip night hike in Santa Barbara front
country, beach, or back roads. Meet at 6:15 p.m. at the Old Mission. Bring a flashlight.
Optional potluck or pizza afterward. AL SLAYDEK. (SB).

Conejo Sunday Afternoons
CONEJO GROUP is leading a special series of Sunday Afternoon hikes approximately twice
a month. These hikes are geared to the interests of individuals or families who wish to take a
2-3 hour walk in the outdoors with frequent stops to examine or study wildlife and the ecol-
0gy. Exercise is a secondary concern. The hikes are not intended to be strenuous, but may
entail some ascending of hills or walking on rocks. No pets or radios. Contact TOM

MAXWELL, 492-2184. (CJ)

Thursday Night Conditioning Hikes
CHUMASH TRAIL, PT. MUGU STATE PARK: Strenuous 3-mile route up steep (1,000" elev.
gain/loss) Chumash trail to Mugu Peak for a great view of coastline and Channel Islands.
Meet 5:30pm at Chumash trailhead (about 1/4 mi N of Mugu Rock on PCH across from the
gun range). Bring water; wear hiking shoes with gripping soles. You may also want to bring

insect repellent. SUZANNE 218-8613 (SP)

Monthly Programs
ARGUELLO GROUP: Slide shows, speakers, and movies—third Friday of each month.

Inquire for details: 928-3598. (AR)

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Help keep Highway 1 beautiful. Adopt-a-Highway trash pickup
from the Lompoc ‘Wye’ to the Base boundary. Meet at Vandenberg Village Shopping Center
parking lot at 9 a.m. on the fourth Saturday of odd-numbered months. Rain cancels. Con-

tact: CONNIE, 735-2292.

June 13
DABNEY CABIN: Long car pool to Nira Camp-
ground, then a long nearly level hike down Man-
zana Creek to Dabney Cabin. Strenuous 14 mrt.
Bring lunch and plenty of water. Meet behind B of
A on upper State St. at Hope Ave. at 8am. NOTE
EARLY START TIME! TONY 687-1929 (SB)
TRAILDAYS: Meet with other organizations for a
Forest Service sponsored annual trail days to
help maintain local trails affected by the recent
fires. Bring gloves, lunch and water. Forest serv-
ice provides transportation and tools. Please call
hike leader for details. TONY 687-1929 (SB)

June 13-14

DOMELAND WILDERNESS BASECAMP: In the very
southernmost  Sierras, this wilderness includes
ponderosa pines, sage meadows, and the flowing
South Fork of the Kemn River. Elevation is modest
and weather should be comfortable. On Saturday
we backpack four miles to Rockhouse Basin, set
up camp, and explore through the valley and along
the river. Sunday will be a leisurely return to our
cars. This will be an easy to moderate journey for
learning backpackers. Leader: Craig Deutsche, ,
(310-477-6670). (CNRCC Desert Committee)

June 14
GAVIOTA PEAK: Car pool to Gaviota and hike up
past the hot springs to the top of Gaviota Peak.
Lunch on top and back down the other side.
About 6 mrt but a good climb up to the peak,
moderately-strenuous. MONIKA 886-9868 (SB)

June 15
MONDAY MORNING WALK: Meet 8:30am at
Mission Plaza to carpool to Loon Point for beach
walk low tide (9:33am). Pat 643-0270 (SP)

June 20
TEQUEPIS TRAIL: Car pool to trailhead near
Cachuma Park and hike up North side of the
Santa Ynez Mts. Great views out over Lake
Cachuma and the Valley. Lunch on top looking
over the ocean. About 11 mrt, moderate/strenu-
ous. Meet behind B of A on upper State Street
at Hope Ave. at 9am. DAVE P. 705-3025 (SB)

June 20
SANTA PAULA PEAK DAYHIKE: Access trailhead
to Timber Canyon and Los Padres National For-
est through private ranch for amazing views of
Santa Monica Mountains and Channel Islands.
3600’ gain/loss. Bring windbreaker if overcast,
3 liters of water, 10 essentials. Rain cancels.
Meet at 7:30am. Teresa, 524-7170 (SP)

June 21
ENNISBROOK-VALLEY CLUB LOOP: 5 mrt moder-
ate hike starts at the Ennisbrook trailhead. Travel
through Ennisbrook, mostly on roads, taking old
trail routes where possible. Then take the Coffin
Family/Valley Club trails to the Summerland
Reservoir for short lunch. Return will be via seg-
ments of the Valley Club trail, Sheffield Road and
the perimeter Ennisbrook trail. Bring water and a
light lunch. Meet at the Bank of America parking
lot, Hope & State, at 9am. GERRY 964-5411 (SB)
BATES BEACH TO CARPINTERIA: Nice walk
along the beach/Coastline with Great view of the
Channel Islands. Easy pace, 6 mrt to Carpinteria
for dinner at the Palms Restaurant. Bring water,
sunscreen, $$ for dinner. Mest at 2pm at Vons
on Seaward and Harbor or 2:30pm at Bates
Beach. Contact Ted Guenther, 985-8963 (SP)
SPECIAL HIKE/WALK FATHER'S DAY: Meet
8:30am base of Sulphur Mountain Road to car-
pool to top Sulphur Mountain Road. Hike down
with beautiful views. Pat 643-0270 (SP)

June 22
MONDAY MORNING WALK: Meet 9am at Ven-
tura River Bridge to go hike into Emma Wood
State Beach Park and return on bicycle trail
(two+ hours). Pat 643-2070 (SP)

June 27
CANINE HIKE RATTLESNAKE TRAIL: Hike up a
wooded canyon with scenic views to meadow.
Mostly shaded trail. Moderate 3.5 mrt, 1000 ft.
elevation gain. Well behaved dogs welcomed
and encouraged; must be leashed. Bring snack
and water for you and your canine companion.
Hikers without dogs welcome too. Meet at B of
A parking lot at 8 am. NOTE EARLY START TIME.
Hike limited to ten dogs - please call to reserve
your dog’s place. SALLY 689-7820 (SB)

June 29
MONDAY MORNING WALK:Meet 8:30am at
Mission Plaza/9am Bates Beach (low tide
9:41am) to walk to Carpinteria and return (2 %2
hours). Pat 643-0270 (SP)

July 4-6
BACKPACK COTTONWOOD LAKES: Moderate
backpack, 12.5 mrt with 1000-foot gain to Muir
Lake. This is one of the most beautiful areas in
the Sierras. You will to fall in love with the Sier-
ras. Saturday, day-1, hike in. Day-2, spend it at
the lake or join the group to visit nearby lakes,
lake 4, 5 and 6th. There will be some cross-
country hiking involved. Bring goodies to share
for Saturday happy hour. Send 2 SASE with
resume of recent backpacks or conditioning
and 2 checks for $ 25 (refundable) at the trail-
head and $ 5 for the permit fee (non refund-
able) to the leaders: KULDIP Dhadwal, 420 Car-
nation place, Oxnard, CA 93036 , Email:
kuldipdhadwal@hotmail.com,  Phone: 815
8418 (SP)

July 5

GOLETA BEACH/MORE MESA: Hike along the

Condor Call on web
hot-linked and 1n color

Now there is even more reason
to get the Condor Call via email
instead of the mailed hard copy—
the web version is in full color, so
now those beautiful pictures in
black and white will have a whole
new dimension.

But there’s more . . . you can
“word search” Condor Call’s web
versions and all the links are hot, so
all you have to do is click on the
website or email printed in the
online version!

To get it in the PDF web version,
send both your postal and email

address, plus your member number if
handy, to the Condor Call editor, John
Hankins, and he will set it up for you.
Benefits are that you will get
Condor Call sooner, you can keep
the PDF files in your computer and
you’ll be reducing the use of paper
and postage costs. Send your infor-
mation to:
CondorJohn@gnusman.com
The full color version is always
posted on our website, as well as the
Santa Barbara Group’s site. They are:
http://LosPadres.SierraClub.org
www.SBSierraClub.org

beach at low tide and then up onto More Mesa,
looping around. Easy 4-5 mile. Bring water and a
snack. Meet behind B of A on upper State Street
at Hope Ave. at 9am. KEITH 965-9953 (SB)

July 6
MONDAY MORNING WALK: Meet 9am Port
Hueneme at Bubbling Springs Park (Bard) to
walk to lighthouse. Pat 643-0270 (SP)

July 10-12

NEVADA WILDERNESS SERVICE: Eastern Nevada’s
White Pine County has MANY new wilderness
areas. We'll help the BLM's Ely office enhance wild
values as we put up vehicle barriers, rehab old
routes, or remove old guzzlers; specific area to be
known later. 3-day car camp service trip with Vicky
Hoover; with central commissary ($15); vicky.
hoover@sierraclub.org  or  (415) 977-5527.
(CNRCC Wilderness & Desert Committees)

July 11
SAN YSIDRO TO THE FALLS: Hike past a favorite
rock climbing location to a seasonal waterfall, then
return to a pool for lunch. Easy 5 mrt. Bring lunch
and water. Meet behind B of A on upper State St.
at Hope Ave. at 9am. VICKI 563-4850 (SB)

July 11-12

WHITE MOUNTAINS CANYON EXPLORATION:
We'll camp in the Hamill Valley east of Bishop
and explore Pellisier and Birch Canyons in two-
day hikes. | have not found any information on
Pellisier Canyon and don’t know whether we
can get past the formidable-looking narrows
shown on the topo map, but we should defi-
nitely take a look. | know the Birch Canyon nar-
rows can be surmounted, but there may be
some route-finding involved. We won't attempt
any real rock-climbing. Limit 12. Leader: John
Wilkinson,  johnfw1@mac.com (408) 876-
8295. (CNRCC Desert Committee)

July 12
GAVIOTA CAVES: Hike up about 500 feet from
Gaviota beach and explore the caves and wind
tunnels in the ridges above and proceed to
overlook. Some rock scrambling and agility
required. About 4 mrt. Bring lunch and water.
Meet behind B of A on upper State St. at Hope
Ave. at 9am. ROBERT 685-1283 (SB)
SYCAMORE CANYON-DANIELSON RANCH HIKE:
Easy, leisurely paced 8 mrt hike thru Big
Sycamore Canyon to Ranch Headquarters/
Danielson Ranch for lunch under the trees at
campfire area. Bring water, lunch; wear hiking
shoes, hat. Meet 9am at old bridge by entrance
to Sycamore Canyon campground (parking fee).
Ted Guenther 985-8963 (SP)

July 18
SAN JOSE CREEK LOOP: This is an easy 3 mrt
hike, exploring the neighborhood trails and
roads of San Jose Creek in North Goleta. We
will begin near the intersection of N. Kellogg
and Calle Real and follow the creek on trails
and adjacent roads. We'll travel north of Cathe-
dral Oaks Rd., then return via creek trails,
retracing part of our initial route. Meet 9am at
the Bank of America parking lot, Hope & State
St. GERRY 964-5411 (SB)

July 19
URBAN HIKE TO FRANCHESCI PARK: Start near
the Mission, walk through the Riviera, then up
the “1000 steps” to a great view of the city and
harbor. Return via Las Tunas Rd. Some steep
sections. Moderate 4 mrt. Bring water and a
snack. Meet behind B of A on upper State St. at
Hope Ave. at 9am. DAVE 563-4850 (SB)

July 20
MONDAY MORNING WALK: Meet 9am end of
Fifth Street, Oxnard, to do beach walk (two
hours) Pat 643-0270 (SP)

July 25
PIEDRA BLANCA: Moderate 8 mrt hike across
the Sespe and up Piedra Blanca Creek, then
some rock and boulder scrambling (strenuous)
to some deep pools for swimming and lunch.
Bring 2-3 liters of water, lunch, snacks, bug
repellent, hat, swimsuit, hiking shoes, and san-
dals for water crossings. Meet at 9am. Ventura
carpool lot (Seaward and Harbor between

Citibank and Carrows) or if you are coming from
Santa Barbara call 687-1929. JIM 447-
1876/644-6934 (SB)
July 27
MONDAY MORNING WALK: 9:14am bus to
Santa Barbara to walk on the beach south by
Biltmore low tide (9:36am). Pat 643-0270 (SP)
August 2
TRESPASS TRAIL: Easy to Moderate Hike from
Gaviota Peak/Hot Springs trailhead along a little-
used loop trail. About 3-4 mrt with some
optional side pieces possible. Elevation gain
about 700 feet. Bring water and snack or light
lunch. Meet behind the B of A on upper State St.
at Hope Ave. at 9am. ROBERT 685-1283 (SB)
August 8
GAVIOTA LOOP: A portion of this 4 mrt hike will
take the little-used Woodland Trail. We start from
the northern end of the park, taking the Ortega
Trail, which connects with the Overlook Fire Road.
Instead of continuing to the lookout point, we'll
take the Woodland Trail to the top of the ridge,
then circle back to our starting point. Be prepared
for some brushy sections. Bring water and a light
lunch. Meet behind B of A on upper State St. at
Hope Ave. at 9am. GERRY 964-5411 (SB)
August 9
DEVEREUX POINT: Stroll slowly exploring around
this creek area to the shoreline. Slow paced 3
miles or so round trip. Children welcome, bring
water. Meet behind B of A on upper State St. at
Hope Ave. at 9am. KEITH 965-9953 (SB)
August 9-14
ANCIENT BRISTLECONE PINE FOREST: Come
with us to the beautiful White Mtns to camp, hike
and just relax. On Saturday, we’ll hike the Ancient
Bristlecone Pine Forest on a moderate 5 mile-
loop interpretive trail, followed by a picnic lunch
and a short optional hike to a nearby old mining
cabin. Back at camp we'll enjoy Happy Hour, a
potluck feast and a campfire. Sunday pack up
and head home. Group size strictly limited. Send
$8 per person, 2 large SASE, H&W phones,
emalil, rideshare info to Reserv/Ldr: Lygeia Ger-
ard, P.O. Box 294726, Phelan, CA 92329, 760-
868-2179. (CNRCC Desert Committee)
August 16
FIR CANYON: Car pool to Davy Brown camp
behind Figueroa Mt. Steep hike up the most
beautiful canyon in the area to near the top of
Figueroa Mtn. Moderate 6.5 mrt. Bring lunch
and water. Meet behind B of A on upper State
St. at Hope Ave. at 9am. VICKI 563-4850 (SB)
OUTINGS NEEDED: Get your Oct-Jan outings to
your Group outings chair soon. Be sure to
include the first week of Feb in your schedule.

River revolution

A 30-minute documentary pre-
miere by Rich Reid of the Brooks
Institute on June 24 profiles our
Ventura River watershed and the
people and groups working to pro-
tect and restore it.

Called Watershed Revolution,
the film highlights the unique chal-
lenges faced by the river and the
need for floodplain protection, sus-
tainable agriculture, and awareness
of local water resources.

Sponsored by the Ojai Valley
Green Coalition, the film premiere
and discussion will take place from
7 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 24,
at the Chaparral High School Audi-
torium, 414 E. Ojai Avenue.

For further information,
653-8445 or go to:

www.ojaivalleygreencoalition.org

For a preview go to:
http://watershedrevolution.com/trailer.html

call



Budget crisis hits
transportation plans

By Robert Bernstein

Santa Barbara bus riders have
been hit with a 40 percent price
increase this year, while motorists
have seen no such increase. The
California budget crisis is hurting
everyone, but not equally.

The State Transit Assistance
(STA) program is the only state
funding for ongoing public trans-
portation. The State has raided $3
billion of this fund in the past two
years to fill holes in the General
Fund. The impacts on local transit
agencies have been devastating via
service cuts and fare increases.

Meanwhile, users of private motor
vehicles have not seen a fuel tax
increase since 1994 and the federal
fuel tax has not increased since 1993.

When Gov. Schwarzenegger
took office in 2003, his first act was
to cut vehicle registration fees by
$4 billion a year. At the same time
he took out a $16 billion bond
measure. Taxpayers are paying
interest on a loan to provide this
subsidy to motorists. And that $4

Get well, Roger

Long-time Los Padres Chapter
activist Roger Zimmerman is now at
La Cumbre Senior Living Concepts
after a long stint in Cottage Hospital
and would welcome contact with his
friends in the Sierra Club.

The SLC is at 3880 Via Lucero
Rd., Santa Barbara CA 93110;
phone 687-6651. We wish him a
speedy and healthy recovery.

billion a year subsidy has been paid
out every year since then for a total
of $20 billion so far.

In the latest round of budget
negotiations, a small 12-cent per
gallon fuel-tax increase was killed
by State Senator Abel Maldonado.
He had no problem creating hard-
ship for transit users and raiding
their funding. But he pandered to
users of private motor vehicles.

The Sierra Club’s website,
“America’s Autos on Welfare,” gives
estimates of how much we subsidize
private motor vehicle use. The fig-
ures are in the range of three to seven
dollars a gallon equivalent that we
effectively pay people who drive.
These are external costs of driving
that are not paid in user fees or taxes.

They total hundreds of billions of
dollars a year nationally. To put these
numbers in perspective, just one year
of these subsidies would be enough
to provide both high-speed rail and
light rail for the entire country.

Right now we are cutting transit
funding which hurts both the poor and
the environmentally responsible. And
it does little to balance the budget.

A win-win solution? Charge the
true cost of driving to those who
drive. The result? A balanced
budget and more than enough
money to invest in the sustainable
transportation of the future.

Robert Bernstein is Environmen-
tal Justice Chair and Transporta-
tion Chair for the Sierra Club,
Santa Barbara Group.

Camping with Henry & Tom

The Santa Paula Theater Center
will celebrate the lazy days of sum-
mer with the socio-political com-
edy Camping with Henry and Tom
by Mark St. Germain from June 26
to August 2.

It is a known fact that Henry
Ford and Thomas Edison took
yearly camping trips in the Mary-
land woods each summer, and that
in 1921 President Warren Harding
went along on that trip.

Harding’s plan to elude the
Secret Service for a brief visit with
old friends during the camping trip
goes awry when his car collides
with a deer. Stranded until the
security detail catches on to their

Condor Trail
is alive again

A group of volunteers have been
quietly working on revitalizing the
Condor Trail, which is a through-
trail that will extend the north-to-
south length of the Los Padres
National Forest.

The trail will pass through six
wilderness areas and four counties
and will stretch approximately 350
miles and serve as a connection
between the northern and southern
Los Padres National Forest. Think
of it as a smaller version of the
Pacific Crest Trail or the
Appalachian Trail.

Of course there are many more
hurdles to leap and lots of work to
do before this concept becomes a
reality. We’ll be looking for volun-
teers in the near future to help with
organizational and on-trail duties.

For the time being we wanted to
at least get the word out that the
Condor Trail is alive again, so look
for more details in coming issues
of the Condor Call or email us if
you are interested in helping get
this trail off the ground:

info@condortrail.org

Also, a website dedicated to the
trail is now under construction at:

www.CondorTrail.org

plans, niceties are brushed aside
for these three living legends, and
hidden agendas, secret liaisons,
and unexpected twists combine for
both a comedic and dramatic clash
of two great minds and one great
heart of the 20th century.

Inspired by these actual events,
the play is an exploration of friend-
ship, politics, and leadership as it
examines what might have actually
transpired in those woods.

Performances are at 8 p.m on
Fridays and Saturdays and at
2:30 p.m. on Sundays. Tickets are
$18 for adults, $15 for seniors and
students, and $12 for children 12
and under.

For ticket information, call the
box office at 525-4645 or visit:

www.santapaulatheatercenter.org
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Although the Los Padres Chapter joined with many other groups to oppose a “peaker plant” in the Ormond Beach area, the
State Coastal Commission approved it; however, the chapter is supporting the city of Oxnard’s legal challenge of the approval.

(Photo by Al Sanders)

CONSERVATION UPDATE

O1l money tempts state

By Trevor Smith
Conservation Chair

Plains Exploration and Produc-
tion Company’s (PXP) controver-
sial oil proposal to expand drilling
in the Santa Barbara Channel has
taken a wild turn, as Gov. Schwart-
zenegger is proposing approval to
gain more income for the state in
the wake of the failed propositions
on the recent ballot.

The Los Padres Chapter initially
supported the project—hammered
out by the Environmental Defense
Center—with stringent conditions.
They included that in exchange for
extracting up to 250 million barrels
of oil by tapping into State waters,
PXP would shut down its offshore
platforms and onshore facilities by
the Year 2022 and convey about
4,000 acres of land for public use.

The governor is now proposing
that the Finance Department cir-
cumvent the regulatory authority of
the State Lands Commission in an
attempt to approve the project
despite the SLC’s 2-1 vote against
it. The proposal could yield 1.4 bil-
lion dollars in taxes to California
over the life of the project.

California Sierra Club recently
issued a letter to the Governor
rescinding support unless terms of
enforcement were met through the
SLC process.

ORMOND BEACH

Chapter Chair Mike Stubblefield
and I have been working with
Environmental Defense Center

attorney Karen Kraus, Environ-
mental Coalition, Coastal Conser-
vancy and other community groups
to further the community goals to
preserve the Ormond Beach Wet-
lands (see story on page 1).

We have attended Planning Com-
mission and Oxnard City Council
meetings as well as submitted
extensive comments to the Oxnard
2030 General Plan EIR. Director
Peter Brand of the Coastal Conser-
vancy testified that it has already
spent $40 million to buy wetland
property and is committed to spend
over $100 million to secure as much
land as possible for restoration.

Even before the new General
Plan is approved, Oxnard’s Planning
Department will soon release the
Ormond Beach Specific Plan, which
is proposing to allow over 300 acres
of industrial development near the
edge of the wetlands and massive
residential development on adjacent

EDC honors

The Environmental Defense Cen-
ter will honor environmental heroes
during a event from 2 to 5 p.m. Sun-
day, June 14.

While honoree singer—song-
writer Jackson Browne may be the
most well-known of the honorees
on a national basis, the rest are
renowned locally for their years of
environmental work.

They are Arent “Barry” and Jean
Schuyler, UCSB and community

farmland north of Hueneme road.

On May 28, I acted as a tour leader
in a media event at to draw publicity
to the abandoned HALACO recy-
cling smelter plant and its 40-foot-
high, toxic-slag heap, now an EPA
Superfund site.

The property is sitting on top of
a wetland and could eventually be
swept away by high tides and surf
if not removed soon.

Fran Farina is tracking the Pare-
don slant drilling proposal in
Carpinteria and we will soon be get-
ting more involved in opposing oil
drilling activities from the bluffs.

We are also monitoring develop-
ments at the Santa Susana field lab
regarding clean up plans for one of
the worst nuclear accidents in U.S.
history.

In addition, we continue to work
with the Naples Coalition to thwart
leapfrog development along the
Gaviota Coast.

‘eco-heroes’

leaders for land and ocean conserva-
tion; Eric Cardenas, environmental
advocate, educator and former direc-
tor of Central Coast Environmental
Health Project, and Alec Loorz,
founder of Kids vs. Global Warming.

The event will be at Rancho La
Patera and Stow House, 304 Los
Carneros Rd. in Goleta. Tickets are
$100 each and patrons should
RSVP as soon as possible at 963-
1622.
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Why election was invalidated

By James Childress
SB Group Chair

What happened in the last Los
Padres Chapter Election? Why are
we having a special election for the
Chapter Executive Committee
(ExCom)?

The last election was invalidated
by the national Sierra Club due to
“fraud.” They then started a
process for the current special elec-
tion. As a member of the previous
elections committee and the person
who brought this matter to the
attention of the national Sierra

Club, I am writing the following to
explain what has happened and to
give you more information to use
in the current election.

The elections committee of Joy
Kobayashi, Janet Bridgers, and
myself was supposed to meet at
3 pm. at the Port Hueneme post
office on Jan. 3. I was 10 minutes
late and Joy and Janet had left before
I arrived. They opened the ballots,
counted them, and discarded the
envelopes without me. At the Chap-
ter ExCom meeting on Jan. 22, |
took the ballots to examine them.

End internal conflict

Editor, Condor Call:

The Los Padres Chapter has long
been crippled by internal conflict.
That has not been visible in the Con-
dor Call, but the fraudulent result of
the election last November has
brought in the national Sierra Club
to supervise an honest new election.

Your new ballot was mailed
May 28. It’s crucial this election
includes your vote.

A chapter-wide, broad-based
nominating committee, selected by
the Club, has put forward a slate of
known Chapter and Group leaders.
These candidates, as well as sev-
eral petition candidates, will be
designated on your ballot.

As Santa Barbara Group Chair, I
endured the conflict and I finally
quit because I could no longer
work with the same small group
blocking good ideas; like helping
local Groups develop additional
leadership and developing the
skills of the Chapter ExCom.

Before me, and for many years,
Ada Babine struggled with the
same conflict. For some, it was a
conflict between Ventura and Santa
Barbara counties, but for many

others—in both counties—it was
simply whether or not the Chapter
was going to be run well.

I’'ve had experience and know
what being run well means. As a
Group, Chapter and Regional chair
in the East for many years in the
70s, my chapter led the country in
member development and issue suc-
cess. I then spent 14 years working
for the National Wildlife Federation,
helping develop its state volunteer
affiliated organizations using the
skills I learned in the Sierra Club.

I know, much too well, how our
internal conflict has kept the Los
Padres Chapter from developing
the strength many other chapters in
California demonstrate.

Please be sure to vote in this Los
Padres Chapter election.The Nomi-
nating Committee has worked to
identify capable candidates. Let’s
go forward to a strong two-county
Chapter.

—ED EASTON
Easton is a Past Chair of the Santa
Barbara Group, Central Piedmont
Group, Joseph LeConte Chapter
(NC & SC) and Past Appalachian
Vice President.

Thank you for donations

The Los Padres Chapter’s
annual March Appeal Fund Drive
continues to attract generous
donors (see names below) and for
that, we sincerely thank all of you.

The funds are used for our grass-
roots programs protecting the envi-
ronment, educating the public and
monitoring government.

Although we ask for funds only
during the March Appeal (except

for rare special projects) you may
donate any time; send a check
made out to Los Padres Chapter
Sierra Club, PO Box 31241, Santa
Barbara, CA 93130-1241.

Note: Contributions, gifts and
dues to the Sierra Club are not
tax-deductible; they support the
Sierra Club’s effective citizen-
based advocacy and lobbying
efforts.

David Allen June Gill
Merilee Allen Herbert Goldman
Tanya Atwater William Golgert

John Babych
Dr. Lawrence Badash

Mary Gosselin
Catherine Graham

Michael Bass Jeffrey Graver
Rudyard Beldner Bruce Hale
Susan Berg Mr. & Mrs. J. B.
Jeff Biggs Hartle
Russ Bishop Peter Hasler
Jim Bradley Glenn & Michele
Billie Bridge Havskjold
Robert Brown Joan Herbert
Mark Capron Sharon Hicks
Charles Carlson Jim & Sue Higman
Gerard Ching John Holroyd
Bess Christensen Laura Holtz
Martha Churchyard S&ra Hopmans
Jean Cleaver Linwood Howe
Austin Cline Sherry Hummel
John & Patricia Richard Hunt
Coppejans Eric Jahnke
Francis Dauer Joan & John
Catherine Dishion Jamieson

John Dunn Barbara Janelle
Everett Eaton Rachel & Anton
Sylvelin Edgerton Johansen
Bruse Emmeluth Heather Johnson

Henry Emmia John Johnson
Robert & Liisa Constance Jones
Erickson David Kanter

Tom & Doris Everhart ~ Kalon Kelley
Alice Edwards Michael Keough
Joel Fithian Margaret Kipp
Elise Foladare Carl Kocher
Connie Gieger Linda Krop

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S&ra Laby

Gerity

Donald Lauer

Richard Leech
Barbara Lindemann
Patricia Lomax

Jean Reiche
Catherine Rose
Edward Rose

Matt Lopez Mary Rose

Nancy Lynch lla Rothenberg

Norman MacLeod Nancy Rowan

Jay Mahannah Selma Rubin

John Malack & Sally ~ Kim Ruge
Maclntyre Heather S&ers

Dennis Mann Joyce Sattler

Robert Marple Ralph Scaffidi

Carol Marsh Geoffrey Slaff

Sheila Marshall Micki Stern

Karen Mayes Evryll Swanson

Phil McKenna Jane Tolmach

Therese McKenna Terry Trefz

Mary Jo McLeod Adriana & Johan

Susan Mellor Vanwershoven

Wieke Meulenkamp ~ Laverne Venus

Fred Miller Richard & Rev.

Marlene Mills Audrey Vincent

J. Modugno Hal Visser

Grace Moffit Mary Vogel

Greg Mohr Harold & Elizabeth

Richard Morgan Votey

Peter Morris Mary Walsh

James Munroe, Jr. Susan Walton

Christine S. A. Warner-Arnett
Nemetschek Paul Weisman

Joseph O'Neill Pam & Bob Wilkinson

Linda O’Neill Harold Wilson

Beatrice Oshinka Alan Woodbury

Jean Parcher Cynthia Wyels

James Parkinson Lam Yau-Ming & Dr.

Pauline Paulin Linda Lam-

Lois Paulson Easton

Donna Peterson Robert & Katy

Dolores Pollock Zappala

This revealed a number of things.
One was that, as in the last three
elections, the winning candidates
received a large number of joint
membership ballots block-voted for
all three candidates. This amounted
to 71 percent of the ballots cast while
joint memberships account for only
15 percent of the chapter, so there
was a large excess of these joint bal-
lots. This anomaly was not found in
the ballots for the losing candidate.

In addition it appeared to me
from examining the handwriting
that a group of at least five individ-
uals had filled out multiple ballots.
I reported this to the national Sierra
Club and sent the ballots to them.

On Feb. 18 the Bylaws, Stand-
ing Rules, and Elections Team of
the national Sierra Club completed

EAVESDROPS

“Of the 100-plus booths at the
Santa Barbara Earth Day festi-
val, only one was devoted to the
critical problem of over-popula-
tion—the ultimate cause of eco-
logical disaster.”

—Columnist Randy Alcorn in the
Santa Maria Times, noting that you
can “be as green as you like, but the
planet and its resources are finite. . . .”

its investigation and invalidated the
election. They found that 40 per-
cent of the ballots were invalid
because of the following:

—Duplicate ballots (identical
membership numbers appearing on
two ballots)

—Expired memberships, includ-
ing one from a deceased member

—Membership numbers on bal-
lots that are not in the member
database

— Photocopied ballots

—Ballots from single member-
ships that had been jointly voted

The invalid ballots were almost
entirely joint ballots that had been
block-voted for the winning candi-
dates or ballots with membership
numbers that belonged to members
whose memberships had long ago
expired. Additional ballots may
have been invalid but national did
not attempt to verify that ballots
had actually been voted if they had
valid numbers.

The committee declared that,
“We can reasonably conclude from
our investigation that widespread
voter fraud took place and had a
material impact on the outcome of
the election, so we are invalidating
this election.”

In invalidating the election, the
national offered previously elected
members the opportunity to con-
tinue until after this current elec-
tion. One of these has since been
removed from all leadership posi-
tions by the national Sierra Club so
the ExCom now has nine members.

With the shift in membership,
the control of the previously domi-
nant clique was broken and new
officers were chosen where it was
thought best.

The national Sierra Club also
appointed a committee to present
nominations. This committee se-
lected an outstanding group of indi-
viduals from all four groups, with
no more than two from any group,
seeking to have a balanced execu-
tive committee. Unfortunately, the
same clique that has dominated in
the past has now placed a slate of
petition candidates on the ballot.

In choosing whom you should
vote for, I would strongly urge you to
seek the advice of the leadership of
the Arguello, Conejo, or Santa Bar-
bara groups. The contact information
for the three Group chairs may be
found in the page 2 directory.

Use hearts, minds
to repair election

By Jerry Connor
Nominations Committee Chair
Folks, we must now use our

hearts and minds to choose from a
slate of many for only three open
positions on the Chapter ExCom.

We are repairing an earlier
flawed election, and the result must
obtain a happily functioning body
of strong, experienced, and truly
representative  effectors of the
needs of Arguello, Santa Barbara,
Sespe, and Conejo Groups.

These leaders must effectively
deal with different issues and
demographics across a large region
covering both Santa Barbara and
Ventura counties, while following
the national Sierra Club policies
and pursuing club goals.

Guided by the national Sierra
Club, we formed a Nominations
Committee to acquire candidates,
and an Elections Committee to cre-
ate, distribute, and count ballots,
and all essential tasks required in
an open and honest election.

The Nominations Committee
used a list supplied by the Club
showing experienced members with
past track records of personal partic-
ipation in leadership roles in the Los
Padres Chapter and/or its Groups.

The Nominations Committee also
recruited outstanding performers cur-
rently working at Group or Chapter
levels. All potential Nominations
Committee candidates were required
to write a short response to show how
they applied or were described by a
set of eight positive attributes, called
the 8A’s. This approach was inspired
by its success in another Chapter.
Only those potential candidates who
passed this test were then placed on
the Nominations Committee Slate.

Another pathway to the slate,

permitted by Club rules, is by Peti-
tion, in which a potential candidate
needs to obtain the names of 50
Sierra Club members on a Petition
list. The Petition approach in effect
bypassed the 8A test required of
Nominations Committee candi-
dates and therefore lacked the
assurances of written response to
the 8A’s, and avoided the ensuing
critical discussion the Nominating
Committee applied to each of their
candidates’ 8A’s answers.

Therefore, two paths and pro-
cesses exist for becoming a candi-
date, with the Nomination Com-
mittee process and its A8’s exam
and Nominating Committee analy-
sis providing an important screen-
ing that is absent in the Petition
pathway. Of course, there still
remains a final screening for fac-
tual errors or misrepresentations in
the Candidates Statements that
must be submitted to appear with
the ballots that are mailed.

I would advise voters to proceed
cautiously if all one knows about a
candidate is based on the Candi-
dates Statement on the ballot, and
they have not passed through the
A8’s screening. A serious voter
will ask others who may know
about these individuals.

Then, vote with your head and
your heart. I hope that you agree
with me in wanting a competent
group of leaders who get along
very well with each other and us
who are voting, and who will be
responsive to the needs of all four
Groups in the Chapter while honor-
ing Sierra Club policies and goals.

Above all else, however, I would
want to see demonstrated integrity
of character in every one of these
leaders we will choose.

HIKING THE WEB

Do you know of a web site that would interest Los Padres Chapter mem-
bers? Send it in to the Condor Call editor (condorjohn@gnusman.com) or
call him at 745-5432. All begin with www. unless otherwise specified.

Ocean activists . ...............
Ventura hillside activists........
SB Wildlife Care Network. .. .....
SB Historic preservations. . ......
Mountain lion information.......

.. .. www.PacificEnvironment.org
....... www.VenturaHillsides.org
............... www.sbwen.org
..... www.PearlChaseSociety.org
......... www.MountainLion.org

Court rejects S.B.
transportation plan

By Eugene Wilson

Just days before the deadline for
this month’s Condor Call, Judge
Anderle of the Santa Barbara County
Superior Court ruled that the county
violated the California Environmen-
tal Quality Act (CEQA) in adopting
its regional transportation plan.

The plan determines how local,
state and federal tax dollars will be
spent on transportation and raises
many significant environmental
issues over its 25-year life.

According to the California Air
Resources Board, the transportation
sector accounts for 38 percent of
California‘s greenhouse gas emis-
sions and it expects a 20 percent
increase in vehicle miles traveled
(VMT) by 2020 under a business-
as-usual scenario. Such an increase
in traffic would largely erase the
gains from conservation efforts.

According to CARB, “the key to
addressing the VMT challenge is
providing people with more choices
through diversified land use pat-
terns, greater access to alternative
forms of transportation including
transit, biking and walking, and cre-
ating cities and towns where people
can live, work and lay without hav-
ing to drive great distances.” The

Santa Barbara lawsuit charged the
county with ignoring these facts.

During the summer of 2008, a
number of local groups—including
the ~ Community  Environmental
Council, the Santa Barbara Metropol-
itan Transit District, Citizens Planning
Association, and Sustainable Trans-
portation Advocates of Santa Bar-
bara—submitted comments. They
criticized the plan, calling it “busi-
ness-as-usual” and asking the county
to consider an alternative that would
address the issues of energy conserva-
tion and climate change.

The county refused to do so and
litigation was filed in October. That
case has now been decided against
the county. The Superior Court held
that the county’s discussion of the
energy setting and energy impacts
in its EIR failed to meet the mini-
mum requirements of CEQA.

The court held that the agency
had abused its discretion and vio-
lated CEQA by failing to provide
even a minimally adequate discus-
sion of energy conservation. The
court is expected to direct the
agency to vacate its 2008 regional
transportation plan and to require it
to prepare a new analysis of energy
conservation issues.



BALLOTS BY MAIL

| STEPHEN DOUGHERTY |

I am asking for your vote in the
current Los Padres Chapter election.

I am an active member of the
Santa Barbara Group Executive
Committee and have represented
the Sierra Club at meetings of the
Santa Barbara County Board of
Supervisors and the Santa Barbara
City Council.

However, I am acutely aware
that we face a number of environ-
mental challenges throughout the
entire region covered by our Chap-
ter. And I will work to see that all
areas of the Los Padres Chapter
receive the Chapter’s attention. I
am a regular attendee of Chapter
meetings, so I am fully up-to-speed
on our most pressing issues.

I believe that we now have a rare
opportunity to advance our local
conservation efforts by taking advan-
tage of new, and environmentally
enlightened, government leadership
at both the federal and local levels. I
would like to see our Chapter put
more of its focus on encouraging and
championing  volunteer-supported
work rather than spending Chapter
resources on for-hire activities.

I am endorsed by the following
current and former Sierra Club
leaders: Jim Childress, the current
Santa Barbara Group Chair; Fran
Farina, Vice Chair of the Santa
Barbara Group; Ed Easton, previ-
ous Santa Barbara Group Chair.

ROSEMARY HOLMES |

I am continually disturbed by
degradation or threats of such to our
vital strip of coast along California.

Given my zeal regarding environ-
mental preservation, I feel it neces-
sary to put my time and commitment
where it can best serve this goal.

Ways in which I work locally in
the North County are these: writing
occasional public articles, such as
one on the environmental degrada-
tion we face in consuming water in
single-use bottles; serving on the
Arguello Chapter board and work-
ing on the board of the Lompoc Val-
ley Botanic and Horticultural Soci-
ety to maintain their drough-tolerant
garden and native chaparral garden.

T also serve as program chair to find
speakers responsive to environmental
issues; campaigning to elect progres-
sive, environmentally thoughtful can-
didates for local office such as the City
Council and Board of Supervisors,
and speaking at City Council meetings
on topics such as, recently, their vote
to approve or deny a deleterious PXP
proposal to develop 800 plus acres of
land for urban housing.

In short, being in service to the
Sierra Club fits well with my

Nine candidates battle for three seats

Editor’s note: The candidate statements below are identical to the ones you should
have received in the mail by now and are reprinted in Condor Call “for the record.”

There is no Executive Committee ballot for this rerun of the 2008 election in the
Condor Call, so you must vote from the mailed materials and ensure that your vote is
received by June 25 to the address on the mailer. If you have not received a ballot,
contact Cyndee Zahorik at cyndeezahorik@verizon.net or phone 745-5432.

There are also four opinion pieces about the election submitted to Condor Call and
three of them appear on page 6 (by James Childress, Jerry Connor and Ed Easton) and
Chair Mike Stubblefield’s regular column is on page 3. Each of the four columns were
submitted to National to ensure they meet the club’s regulations regarding electioneering.

actions to preserve, protect and
improve our sensitive and con-
stantly threatened coastal environ-
ment for ourselves and for future
generations. Thank you.

| BARBARA BERNS |

Last December I was persuaded
by my Sierra Club friends that I
should run for the Chapter ExCom.

Boy was I surprised when I ended
up becoming the top vote getter in
the election. Thank you to all who
voted for me. In January I was
installed along with Juliana Krolak
as new members of the ExCom.

But since then my Club experi-
ence has been a nightmare. The
Condor Call announced that “it is
necessary to re-run” the election.
But that is not what has happened.
Rather than re-run the election, the
Club has removed Juliana and me
from office and done everything it
can to make it impossible for us to
run for the offices that we had won.

Re-run should mean taking the
same people back to the starting
point and re-starting the race. But
neither of us were allowed on the
new ballot by the Nominating
Committee. Instead, we had to get
petitions signed by Chapter mem-
bers. Obviously, Club leaders
know that this is next to impossible
within the short time given to us.

Obviously, it is their wish that
we failed. Please consider voting
for me as you did in December.

Note, Election Committee clarifi-
cation: While the Nominating Com-
mittee chose not to nominate Bar-
bara Berns and Julianna Krolak for
the Chapter Executive Committee,
they qualified to have their names
placed on the ballot by collecting
petition signatures, a standard route
to the ballot under our election
rules. The candidate was asked to
delete or revise her inaccurate
statements, and she refused to do so.

DAVE PIERC
Our local area faces multiple
environmental challenges, as is
well-reported in the Condor Call.
When I was approached for the
Executive Committee, it was a nat-

ural for me, as I have worked on
many of these issues in other are-
nas over the past decade or more. [
relish the opportunity to positively
influence and further these efforts.
As an environmentalist, currently
I serve on the Lompoc Utility Com-
mission, monitoring water, waste
water, power and other utilities.
Although I held elective office on
the Santa Ynez River Water Conser-
vation District for two terms, and
also worked on pesticide drift, land
use and helped to fight the LNG
plant off Malibu, presently I am
focused on geological research.
Many may know that I am also
an avid wild country hiker. So, the
opportunity to contribute in a more
central role by supporting all of the
Chapter initiatives fulfills my long
time commitment to saving the
world through local action. Gov-
ernment process and the effective
use of volunteer and donated
resources form the basis of my
experience and past successes.
Through this candidacy, I am
offering to apply these skills and
experience to achieve Los Padres
Chapter goals. Your vote would be

appreciated.
[ MIKE STUBBLEFIELD |

Want an unpaid volunteer who
works hard to protect the environ-
ment? Consider these chapter
accomplishments on my watch in
just the last two years:

—Defeated BHP Billiton’s pro-
posal to build a floating LNG facility
near Channel Islands National Park.

—Staged our first annual Envi-
ronmental Hero award banquet, a
big hit with local activists and
politicians, including  keynote
speaker Lt. Governor Garamendi.

—Organized our popular Green
Block event at Ventura’s Fourth of
July Street Fair the last two years
(this year too!).

—Staged our popular inaugural
Wilderness Basics Course, which
teaches people new to the outdoors
how to enjoy and survive in the
wilderness.

—Opposing an ill-conceived
boating center site at Channel
Islands Harbor.

The Ormond Beach Task Force was recognized for a community organization “Action Award” by the county of Ventura during
an Earth Day meeting April 21, nominated by Supervisor Kathy Long. The Los Padres Chapter is part of the task force

coalition. (Photo by Lauren Bianchi)

—Opposing a proposed “peaker”
power plant in the middle of the
McGrath State Beach wetlands.

—Opposing South Shore and
South Ormond, two huge develop-
ments near Ormond Beach wetlands.

—Reduced Chapter spending by
$30,000 this year.

Did I do all this myself? No. I
used a decade plus of hard won
experience on the chapter ExCom to
facilitate, empower and inspire my
colleagues to accomplish these and
many other projects. If you want
this kind of leadership, vote for me.

| JULIANNA KROLAK

I want to thank those of you who
voted for me last fall. As many of
you know, I received the second
highest number of votes in the Fall
ExCom election.

I was looking forward to serving
you and working with Barbara
Berns, who received the most
votes, and other members. Unfor-
tunately, our headquarters annulled
the election on a technicality. I
thought we were elected fairly. The
Club disenfranchised Barbara and
me, for no legitimate reason.

The Nominating Committee
refused to nominate us although we
won, but nominated the male can-
didate who came in third and other
male candidates. The Club has now
removed four of the five women on
the ExCom. Barbara and 1 were
forced to collect 50 nominating
petitions each in less than 2 weeks.
The men who were nominated by
the committee collected none.

I want to continue to work to
protect Ormond Beach where I
have organized beach cleanups,
conducted bird counts, and organ-
ized the Ormond Beach Winter
Bird Festival, as well as protecting
other environmental issues in both
Santa Barbara and Ventura coun-
ties. Please take a stand against
sexual and racial discrimination
and vote for Barbara and me.

Note Election Committee clarifi-
cation: The Bylaws, Standing Rules
& Elections Team disqualified 40
percent of the ballots for substantive
reasons, not on a technicality. While
the Nominating Committee chose
not to nominate Julianna Krolak
and Barbara Berns for the Chapter
Executive Committee, they qualified
to have their names placed on the
ballot by collecting petition signa-
tures, a standard route to the ballot
under our election rules.

One ExCom member was re-
moved from all leadership positions
by action of the national Club,
invalidation of the election resulted
in the removal of two newly elected
ExCom members, and one member
resigned from the ExCom. Sexual or
racial  discrimination has not
occurred. The candidate was asked
to delete or revise her inaccurate
statements, and she refused to do so.

____DAVID KANTER |

We need new leadership. That’s
why I’m running.

I know how to get things done.
Our electoral process should be
transparent. I gathered petitions.
Other “preordained” candidates
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National restricts
ExCom’s power

BULLETIN: National Sierra Club
has imposed an Oversight Team
of three people to monitor
financial decisions of the Los
Padres Chapter’s Executive
Committee (ExCom).

The action was taken due to
“reports (from Chapter leaders)...
describing factionalism . . . drive
for control of the Los Padres
Chapter ExCom through Chapter
elections and significant allocation
of funds to outside organizations,”
wrote Allison Chin, Sierra Club
President, in a May 28 email.

For at least a year, the Oversight
Team will have to approve ExCom
decisions regarding grants or
allocations to outside groups, limit
access to membership lists, and
approve and monitor a chapter
treasurer, among others.

“We know that you are capable
of working together to achieve
great things. If you can rally
together to stop LNG terminals
off your coast, surely you can
build a strong, healthy chapter
together,” Chin concluded.

were selected behind closed doors.
In my previous role as an officer of
various non-profit organizations, I
focused on what is best for our
membership, in keeping with asso-
ciation by-laws.

I believe that it is very important
to listen and show respect for others,
particularly those having opposing
views, and intelligently weigh facts.
When I was the President of Surfside
I in Port Hueneme, along with the
Sierra Club, I directed legal counsel
on several CEQA suits, advocated
environmental and taxpayer issues,
and have appeared before several
city councils along with the Califor-
nia Coastal Commission.

As an experienced activist, |
know how to organize people from
diverse backgrounds, get them on
mission, and lead them to a success-
ful outcome. I am a founding mem-
ber of the Ormond Beach Task
Force. I look forward to represent-
ing you and others in both counties,
and helping you to realize the maxi-
mum benefit from your membership
in our 4 local groups. If you want
new leadership at the ExCom,
please vote for David Kanter
| 3 :

I first joined the Sierra Club
while in college, more decades ago
than I care to admit.

For the past 10+ years I have
been the Outings Chair for the
Santa Barbara Group for the Sierra
Club. I serve on the Trails Council
board in Santa Barbara and lead
hikes for Coast Walk, an organiza-
tion working toward the dream of
the California Coastal Trail.

I have been an active member of
the board and see my role as a voice
of reason and clarity. I always sup-
port the final board decisions on
issues regardless of my own views.
I have strongly supported the Los
Padres Chapter and Santa Barbara
Group’s work protecting  the
Gaviota Coast from development,
environmental reviews on Venoco’s
planned oil drilling in Carpinteria
and as well as the Chapter’s work
to save Ormond Beach.

I have been proud to be involved
with the Sierra Club and I pledge
that I will continue to serve the
chapter in its goals. I am proud to
have the endorsement of Jim Chil-
dress, the current Santa Barbara
Group Chair, and the endorsement
of all the past SB Group chairs for
the last ten years: Fran Farina, Ed
Easton, and Ada Babine.

A WARREN |

Hugh Warren did not submit a
statement by the deadline.
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True cost of food 1s undercooked

By Robert Bernstein

Cost and convenience drives
many of our food choices. But
the true cost is hidden from us by
subsidies and environmental
impacts not paid at the checkout
counter.

“The True Cost of Food” is a
campaign of the Sierra Club, and
local nutritionist Gerri French
kicked off the campaign here at
the Faulkner Gallery on May 21.
Details of the club’s campaign
are at:
www.SierraClub.org/TrueCostOfFood

Gerri grew up in the Garden
State of New Jersey, but never
had a garden until she went to
Cal Poly, when she got hooked
on growing food. More recently
she has become aware of the
social and environmental
impacts of food.

She talked about the value of
going organic, keeping it local
and minimizing packaging. It is
not about getting bogged down in

math, judging others or ourselves
or being anxious about what we
eat. It is about eating well and
keeping the true cost low.
Getting one pound of beef
consumes ten pounds of grain, a
gallon of oil and 2,500 gallons of
water. Also, methane from cows
is a significant greenhouse gas.
Industrial production of grain,
fruits and vegetables has its own
hidden costs: Growing mono-
crops uses a billion pounds of
toxic pesticides each year in the
U.S and is the leading cause of
river pollution. The earth loses 24
billion tons of topsoil each year
from shortsighted practices and
the average plate of American
food travels 2,000 miles, hiding
huge amounts of energy costs.
But there is good news: We
can buy local, organic food with
minimal packaging and have
meals that are affordable, deli-
cious and healthy.
Marshall Chrostowski was a

Eat Your Yard indeed. Loriann David is shown during the Santa Barbara Earth
Day event, proving she is ahead of the curve of most people. But she and the
Sierra Club are fostering a fresh eating ethic. (Photo by Robert Bernstein)

——

faculty member at the Pacifica
Institute in  Summerland and
decided to start an organic farm
on the grounds. He now grows
enough food to feed 25 families,
using surprisingly little water. He
is showing how farming works in
an urban area.

Fairview Gardens in Goleta
was also at the event with the
same message. Community Sup-
ported Agriculture (CSA) is a
model where a relationship is
formed between the farmer and
the consumer. A contract is made
where individuals or families get a
“subscription” to the current crop.
This keeps prices low and intro-
duces people to local food they
might never have experienced.

Heather Lahr, public program-
mer at the SB Museum of Natu-
ral History, presented the final
part of the program: Sustainable
Seafood. Almost all seafood has
some environmental cost,
whether caught wild or farmed.
But the Museum’s Sustainable
Seafood Program has done the
legwork to certify twelve restau-
rants for the seafood they use.

Sea urchins and squid are the
two biggest local fisheries, and
most of that catch is sent to Asia.
Ideally we would eat more of the
local catch to minimize transport.

Imagine clear-cutting a forest to
catch deer. That is similar to the
impact of most trawling. But local
trawling uses lighter gear with
tickle chains along the bottom to
scare off fish not meant to be
caught. Catching fish with lines
and shellfish by hand limits over
fishing.

Farming shrimp in Asia usu-
ally involves cutting down man-
grove forests that are a pillar of

coastal ecosystems.

Salmon, tuna and shrimp are
the big three that most Ameri-
cans eat, which causes over fish-
ing and 90 percent of predator
fish are already gone. Just diver-
sifying tastes is helpful.

The immediate lesson of the
True Cost of Food: Choose food
that is local, organic and mini-
mally processed and packaged.
And the larger message: We must
change policies so that the true
cost is reflected in the market cost.

This is true not only for food,
but also for timber, minerals,
energy, transportation and all
resources. When that happens, the
sustainable choice will also be the
cheapest choice. For that is what it
means to be the True Cost—Econ-
omy and Ecology become One!

The next True Cost of Food
event is June 25, sponsored by
the Menu for the Future cam-
paign of the Northwest Earth
Institute. It will be at the Casa de
Maria, 800 El Bosque Road, in
Montecito at 6 p.m. and costs
$20 including a meal.

Contact Gerri French RD to
reserve a space, which is limited
to 30 people, at

gerrifrench@cox.net

The Institute’s website is:

http://www.nwei.org
Robert Bernstein is Environmen-
tal Justice Chair and Trans-
portation Chair for the Sierra
Club, Santa Barbara Group.
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